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Bernadette Devlin leads staff and students of Enfield College in 


Sit-down for gypsies 


Roger Moody writes: In protest at 
the brutal eviction by Enfield 
Borough Council of travellers from 
a local site a few days before, 200 
students and staff from Enfield 
Technical College on Monday this 
week sat-down in front of Enfield 
Civic Centre. 


They were led in singing “ We Shall 
Not Be Moved ” by Louise, one of the 
children of the traveller families in- 
volved. 


The students had marched from a 
lunch-time meeting at the College, 
addressed by Bernadette Devlin, MP 
for Mid-Ulster, on “Civil Rights in 
Northern Ireland ”. 


As Miss Devlin pointed out to the 
protesters, “ Civil Rights are Human 
Rights” wherever they are violated. 
Thus it was that she found herself 
leading her first English sit-down, on 


a local issue. 


Alderman Young’s 
blatant duplicity 


She told the crowd, police, and Coun- 
cil officials outside the Civic Centre: 
“Tomorrow, a lot of people will want 
to know what I was doing here— 
especially in the House of Comm ns. 
And I shall tell them I was being the 
Member of Parliament for whoever 
should have been here today! ” (The 
MP for Enfield is Ian Macleod.) 


The background to this week's sit- 
down—one of the greatest spon- 
taneous demonstrations for gypsies 
held in this country—is a brutal 
eviction on Tuesday, May 6, which 
was followed by a blatant show of 
duplicity from Alderman Young, 
Chairman of the Conservative 
Council. 


Liverpool: the 
university as 


slum landlord 


Gerry Gordon writes: Students at 
Liverpool University voted last week 
to support local tenants in picketing 
the official opening by Princess 
Alexandra of a new Senate House. 


Their protest is against the University 
as a slum landlord. It is believed to 
own up to 150 houses, bought as a 
prelude to future University develop- 
ments, 


Tenants in two University-owned 
streets have recently attacked the 


continued on page 5 


Enfield Lock (to the east of the 
Borough) has been a_ traditional 
gypsy camping site for many years. 
Four years ago, 70 families were 
living on the ground, adjacent to 
Mollison Avenue. 


Enfield Council then laid down a new 
policy—of edging the old caravans 
off the site, and preventing new ones 
from arriving. Last December, how- 
ever, 15 families regained a toe-hold 
on the area, and managed to resist 
eviction from Electricity Supply 
Board land. 


A little later, negotiations opened 
with Enfield Council. It agreed to 
“ consider ’”’ a meeting between coun- 
cillors and gypsies. 


While the considerations were under 
way, the families moved off the site. 
(A number of them participated in 
the Hillingdon resistance at the end 
of last year.) But in April this year 
they started to move back again. 


On Monday, May 5, several gypsies 
skirmished with Council workmen 
who arrived to evict them. The follow- 
ing morning, led by Grattan Puxon 
of the Gypsy Council, the families 
roped themselves together on the 
tow-bar of the Council lorry, and 
stopped the attempt. 


Significantly, the Council employees 
stated that, once the travellers started 
to resist, they would move out, since 
they had “ specific instructions not to 
use force, from the National Union 
of Public Employees ”. 

Unfortunately, the Council foreman 
did not consider himself bound by 
these rules, and’ together with in- 


dividual policemen, who ignored their 
own superior’s ruling that this was a 
civil action in which they could not 
interfere, he removed the gypsies, 
with alleged considerable brutality, 
from the towing-bar. 


At lunch-time the same day, the 
gypsies ‘“‘talked the afternoon out” 
with Council officials, to ensure that 
the eviction could not be completed 
that day. 


The outcome was a promise that a 
meeting could take place if the travel- 
lers vacated Mollison Avenue by 11 
o’clock the following morning. This 
they did—by moving to nearby Alma 
Road, on an industrial estate. 


Citizens of Enfield 
keep quiet 


At this point, the Council went back 
on its word. It insisted that the 
gypsies leave the Borough itself—a 
“ridiculous condition”, according to 
Grattan Puxon, and one the travellers 
were not willing to accept. The 
mothers had already arranged for 
some of the children to start school 
on Friday. 


(One gypsy girl—Violet Brown—who 
has a leg deformity, and is attending 
Great Ormond Street Children’s 
Hospital, would forfeit specialised 
treatment and put herself at serious 
risk, according to a local doctor, if 
she had to leave the Borough.) 


Regardless of the risk to Violet’s 
health, however, the Council evicted 


ENFIELD: Confrontation —_ last 
Tuesday, May 6, between travellers 
and police at Mollison Avenue, The 
Council’s attempt at eviction was 
successful after two tries, during 
which considerable force was used. 


the families from Alma Road last 
Friday, May 9, and at the time of 
writing (Tuesday night) they are bar- 
ricaded-in at Turkey Street, another 
site near-by. 

The citizens of Enfield have, as yet, 
done little to protest at the vicious- 
ness of their Council. I doubt if there 
was a Single one involved in Monday’s 
sit-down at the Civic Centre. The two 
local papers—the Gazette and Week 
Herald—have not printed a wor 
about last week’s evictions. 


As for the Council itself, at present it 
seems that Alderman Young is willing 
to meet with gypsy representatives, 
but not to confront Bernadette Devlin, 
or members of Enfield Technical 
College (of which he is a Governor). 
Nor is he prepared to give a guaran- 
tee that evictions will be held up 
until negotiations for a proper site 
can begin. 


Unfortunately, Monday’s  sit-<town 
dissolved in a brief shower of rain, 
just as it became clear that the 200 
demonstrators, if they had stuck to 
their sit-down, could have brought the 
whole matter to a head. 


None the less, students were this 
week mounting a permanent guard 
on the Turkey Street site, and the 
likelihood of eviction has, at least 
for the next week, receded. 


ee 
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Peter Abbs 


WAYS 
OF SEEING 
SHEEP 


What was it you said? 
Blake? No, 


I’ve not heard of him. What’s 
that? Samuel, Samuel—who, Palmer 
did you say? Same again. 


Never heard the name. 


Now Christ, yes, but that’s 
—you’d admit it—that’s 
different, Christ, well Christ, 
put that was a long time 


SR RE TIER INN SS SE 


with an axe, straight through, first 
time, and you shove a price 


in the tongue, ninepence is 
cheap. No, it’s not the head— 
it’s the rest you want, got 


the meat—the meat and the cash are 


ago. No—now look—when I see 


sheep like this in 


a field, I think of the meat, 
the meat’s the cash, they’re the same 
thing. The head I cleave 


the same thing. Now 

you must admit that 

Blake and Samuel who—who 

did you say?—and Christ apart, the people 


in the street, you 


see, say what you will, give 
their cash to the butcher, 
that’s me. 


Business as usual around the globe 


Hilda 
Bernstein’s 


PERSONAL 
COMMENT 


In South Africa, 60 adult men were 
crammed last month into a space 
11.3ft long, 7ft wide, and 54ft high, 
the centre of three compartments in 
a police van in which three men died 
of asphyxia. 


Total number jammed into the death 
van: 89. Maximum vaped laid down 
by the regulations: 65. 

“Death would be a slow, gradual 
process”, stated a doctor in court: 
the victims eventually suffered heart 
attacks. 

The van with its 89 prisoners was 
loaded at a jail called Modderbee, to 
travel 28 miles to Johannesburg, but 
it broke down several times and spent 
a in the blazing sun on the 
road, 


* % * 


When it eventually arrived, one of the 
policemen in charge opened the van 
door, but the other ordered him to 
close it, and warders, hearing the 
cries of the men inside, gave them 
water through an air vent. 


Eventually the men, some dead, 
many unconscious, were released 
from their ordeal. 

Then a trial took place. Two African 
policemen were charged with cul- 
pable homicide. They had loaded and 
conducted the van, and ignored the 
pleas and cries for air and water. 


Justice Ludorf found them guilty and 
gave them a sentence of 10 minutes 
each. They would never do what they 
had again, he said, so a prison sen- 
tence would not be proper: he had 
also considered a fine, but that would 
serve no useful purpose. 


* * * 


About this sickening event, the Rand 
Daily Mail commented that it was all 
the more appalling “for having taken 
place in the squalid circumstances 
peculiar to this country ”: 


“ All the prisoners were non-white, 
and they were on their way to 
trial in the Bantu Commissioner’s 
Court. Few of the cases heard there 
would be the subject of criminal 
proceedings anywhere else in the 
civilised world.’ 


These men were to be charged with 
contraventions of pass laws, those 
terrible laws that create hundreds of 
thousands of criminals out of Africans 
in South Africa. 


* * * 


The incredible number of 1,777,652 
alleged contraventions of pass and 
related laws were investigated in one 
year (1966-67). A few years ago pass 
arrests ran to 1000 a day. Then they 
went up to 1600. 


Now more than 2500 Africans are be- 
ing arrested every single day through- 
out the year for what are purely 
technical offences. 
In other words, men, women, and 
teenagers are bundled into those vans 
at the rate of 2500 a day (equivalent 
to arresting the total white popula- 
tion of South Africa every four 
years). 
Having written that, I feel any com- 
ment by me would be superfluous. 

* * * 
“Totally absent from the anti-war 
demonstrations in New York and 
most other cities last week”, writes 
the American’ radical weekly, 
Guardian, on April 12, “was any 
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recognition on the part of the anti- 
war movement that a women’s libera- 
tion movement not only exists but is 
growing at a phenomenal rate”. The 
Guardian added: 


“Tens of thousands of women have, 
in the past year-and-a-half, become 
aware of their oppression as 
women in American society and 
are begining to organise to break 
the structure of male supremacy.” 


The paper goes on to comment about 
the deliberate indifference to this 
battle, and emphasises the impor- 
tance of the women’s struggle. 


I had a greater (positive) response to 
my Personal Comment last month on 
women’s problems than on anything 
else I have written. It was truly the 
striking of a chord. 


* * * 


Isn’t it time the peace movement 
roused itself from its nice little rest 
on the question of the war in Viet- 
nam? The Paris “ peace” talks have 
become the excuse for inaction. 


US Secretary of Defence, Melvin 
Laird, stated in March that “ the basic 
problem remains achieving perma- 
nent South Vietnamese Government 
control over the country”, without 
which, he made it clear, US troops 
would not be withdrawn. 

The US delegation in Paris, on the 
other hand, speaks repeatedly of 
“ self-determination ” for the South 
Vietnamese people. 


Meanwhile the US/Saigon military 
comand has bragged that it is killing 
500 NLF cadres monthly in its first 
phase of “ Project Phoenix”. 


Phoenix called for the physical 
liquidation of all NLF cadres, from 
central committee down to hamlet 
level, including the humblest school- 
teacher or official. CIA lists, accord- 
ing to Wilfred Burchett, contain the 
names of 85,000 persons. 


oo of * 


There are no courts, no trials, just 
people shot down as they are found 
by special assassination squads. The 
intentions are to wipe out the last 
man, woman, and child of what is 
technically called the VCIS (Viet 
Cong Infra-Structure). 


“One man, one vote”, says the US 
Paris delegation. “One man, one 
bullet’, is the reality in South Viet- 
namese villages. 


Rumours of secret behind-the-scenes 
contacts keep people quiet. Fantastic 
contradictions between the official US 
position at the talks and that of the 
Saigon delegation pass unnoticed. And 
people have now realised that the 
ed of reduced B-52 missions was 
false. 


It is time we realised that rumours of 
“ progress” and “secret talks” are 
equally insubstantial, and returned to 
the realities of public protest and 
pressure. 

See also page 6. 


USA: Warfare Dole 


The idea that the US Congress will 
be more sceptical about the Defence 
Department budget this year is a too- 
often spoken conclusion. It appears 
to be a calculated ruse—words to 
soften the repetition of the same old 
ae supporting the large warfare 
ole. 


Recent House of Representatives 
action, granting a $14 million subsidy 
to a large war contractor, puts the lie 
to pundit prognostications about 
Congress’s scepticism. 


The subsidy was tucked in a crevice 
of the $76 million supplemental 
military procurement authorisation. It 
wasn’t requested by the Air Force to 
which it was given—the House 
Armed Services Committee just 
tacked it on. It won’t go for a plane 
to be used by the Air Force either. 


The bird in question is the F-5-21, a 
high performance improvement of the 
F-5. Produced by Northrup Aviation, 
the original plane was developed by 
the Pentagon expressly for the inter- 
national arms market, according to a 
Committee spokesman. 


In booming the subsidy, Committee 
Chairman, Representative Mendel 


Rivers, said: “Our experience with 


the current F-5 in 15 foreign countries 
shows that even the less-developed 
nations will be able to support the 
F-5-21.” 

Already 700 planes of this new type 
are programmed for 16 countries— 
among them, Canada, the Nether- 
lands, and Norway have put up $50 
million for the improvement. 


But the promise of profits doesn’t stop 
there. F-5-21 is also expected to re- 
place 20 to 50% of current foreign 
inventories of F-84s, F-86s, G-91s, and 
F-100s. Such replacements would re- 
sult in upward of 1000 sales. 


Behind the subsidy is a Government 
policy ‘to provide under-writing as a 
means of capturing a sizeable portion 
of the market potential”, explained 
Representative Leslie Arends, the 
Committee’s ranking minority mem- 
ber. A kick-back to the Pentagon 
would recover most of the $14 
million, he added. 


With the congressional estimates of 
sales for the F-5-21, $8 billion more 
would be added to the international 
arms-flow and Northrup’s coffers. The 
House was convinced 341 to 21 that 
the $14 million would be a good in- 
LF ae De Baggio: New 
ork. 


LIONEL MORRISON on ROBERT SOBUKWE 


THE MAN FEARED BY 
SOUTH AFRICA’S REGIME 


Nine nautical miles off Cape Town, on 
the prison settlement of Robben 
Island, in a two-roomed bungalow sits 
Robert Sobukwe, 44-year-old father of 
four and President of the banned Pan 
African Congress, whom the power- 
ful South African regime of John 
Balthazar Vorster fears. 

In a letter posted to Sobukwe at the 
end of last month, the South African 
Minister of Police told him that he 
would not now be further detained on 
Robben Island beyond June, but 
would be “subject to such restric- 
tions as are deemed necessary for 
the safety of the State”. 


Little contact with 


outside world 

So now Sobukwe patiently waits to 
hear whether he will be further 
restricted, or banned to a remote 
area, or allowed to go “free” but 
placed under house arrest. His pend- 
ing release marks the end of an un- 
broken stretch in detention, for on 
May 3 this year he completed nine 
years imprisonment. 

Guarded 24-hours-a-day on Robben 
Island by a white warder, Sobukwe is 
allowed little contact with the outside 
world, and none with the thousands 
of other political prisoners who share 
with him this South African Alcatraz. 


Once a month his wife travels 1000 
miles to visit him for one day. She 
does this in the presence of his guard. 
His letters are censored, his move- 
ments curtailed. 
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NOTE TO 


To detain Sobukwe indefinitely, a 
special section of the General 
Amendment Act—the notorious 
“Sobukwe Clause”—was rushed 
through South Africa’s Parliament six 
years ago. Under it, the regime wields 
the power to order each year, with 
parliamentary Sp EEor ets the further 
detention of Sobukwe. 


Sobukwe’s unbroken nine-year stretch 
began soon after he led an assault on 
Apartheid’s white domination in a 
country that for centuries has been 
the looting ground and focal point for 
colonialism and racial oppression. 


This was when he led the first historic 
“positive action” campaign against 
the pass laws—the laws which led to 
the inhuman massacre at Sharpeville, 
and the shootings at Langa, Van de 
Byl Park, and other places on 21 
March 1960. 


In court (1960) Sobukwe character- 
istically refused to plead, stating that, 
because the Africans have no say in 
the making of the laws, he could 
neither recognise the laws under 
which he was being charged, nor the 
court which sought to enforce them. 


Duty of a people 
to revoit 


“The Law under which we are 
charged”, he said in court, “is a 
law made exclusively for white men, 
and the officers administering the law 
are white men. We do not see how 
justice can be done in these circum- 
stances”, he told the Magistrate. 


He charged that they had made a 
mockery of the concepts of law and 
had negated fundamental justice. He 
accepted the consequences of his 
action and merely used the court to 
propound his political philosophy. He 
affirmed that not only was it right, but 
the duty of a people to revolt against 
tyranny. 

That Sobukwe should be detained 
under a special law, and treated as a 
special prisoner on Robben Island, 
is a measure of the Vorster regime’s 
fear of him and the movement and 
ideas he represents. 


Loved by black 
African masses 


The Vorster regime has, on a few 
occasions, allowed certain journalists 
and local MPs (they are all white 
under the Apartheid laws) to inter- 
view Sobukwe on Robben Island. 
They all testify that his political 
position remains unaltered. 


Last year Sobukwe was reported as 
having said: “Not until the day of 
resurrection will I change my 
ideology.” Which, in practical terms, 
means not until a non-racial society 
has been established in South Africa, 
where the human dignity of each 
man, irrespective of his colour, will 
be respected. 


Amnesty International has accord- 
ingly adopted Sobukwe as a prisoner 
of conscience because he prefers to 
suffer persecution and indefinite de- 
tention rather than give up those 
political beliefs which express the 
aspirations of his people. 


Sobukwe is loved by the African 
masses: already a legend has been 
woven round him. An _ intellectual, 
soft-spoken and cultivated, with a gift 
for clinical analysis, he understands 
their yearnings and fears, and has 
ably interpreted their aspirations. 


His convictions are the product of 
deep and searching inquiry into the 
tragic situation of a society that has 
allowed the exploitation, oppression, 
and degradation of the human person. 


He is hated by the white ruling class 
and racists who see in him a threat 
to their security and the destruction 
of their cherished myth of white 
supremacy. 


Release would hasten 
system’s downfall 


Earlier this year, the South African 
Minister of Justice frankly confessed 
that the release of Sobukwe could 
hasten the ultimate downfall of the 
present social system: 


“The powers that are seeking our 
downfall are gathering their forces 
to destroy us, and are at this very 
moment assiduously looking for a 
star to give lustre to their nefarious 
schemes. 


“And the man concerned here 
would, if he were given the oppor- 
tunity, I believe, not hesitate to do 
everything in his power to make up 
and regain what he has lost during 
his time of detention, because in his 
life and aspirations he has in no 
way changed his attitude or aims.” 


Health in serious 
danger in jail 


Sobukwe’s wife recently applied to 
the Government for an exit permit to 
enable him and his family to leave 
South Africa permanently. She did so 
on the grounds that his health is 
seriously being impaired by his in- 
definite and solitary confinement. Her 
application was rejected. 


Vorster explained his refusal in terms 
of the political danger Sobukwe’s re- 
lease would cause, a danger that 
would be as great whether he is out- 
side the country or confined to a re- 
mote area, as so many other African 
leaders have been confined. 


His health is failing. He once suffered 
from TB, but his morale, none-the- 
less, remains high. Late last year he 
obtained a BSc degree in Economics 
from London University. At the 
moment, he is studying for a higher 
degree (it is one of the few facilities 
he is allowed, under supervision, to 
pursue by the jail authorities). 


Even though Sobukwe will not now 
be detained on Robben Island beyond 
June, Vorster and his Afrikaaner 
Party, supported by the crumbling 
and ineffective United Party of Sir 
De Villiers Graaf, are still demanding 
that he publicly repudiate all that he 
stands for. 


But Sobukwe will, no doubt, always 
answer as clear and unequivocal as 
he did during the Sharpeville cam- 
paign. “We will not deviate, and as 


Peace News i6 May 1969 3 


ON ROBBEN ISLAND 


the heat of oppression mounts we 
shall become purer and purer, Jearn- 
ing new lessons, and leaving all the 
dross of racialism and similar evils 
behind to emerge as a people men- 
tally and physically disciplined, 
appreciative of the fact that: ‘ There’s 
only one man in the world, and his 
name is all men. There’s only one 
woman in the world, and her name is 


all women ’. 


VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
to help pack Peace News 
on Wednesday nights 
and Thursday mornings 
5 CALEDONIAN RD N1 
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Jews and 
Arabs join 
in London 
protest 


Bill Hillier writes: “Free Jews from 
Zionism” was typical of the many 
slogans at a Trafalgar Square rally 
last Sunday, May 11—slogans which 
could soon breathe new life into the 
stagnating misery of the Middle East. 


The organisers were the new 
Palestine Solidarity Campaign (PSC) 
in support of Palestinian resistance. 
PSC combines the Arab Left with 
several British New Left organisa- 
tions, and stands for ‘‘a de-Zionised 
democratic Palestine where Jews and 
Arabs enjoy equal rights ”°—very 
different from the old idea of an 
“ Arab Palestine”. 


It also “joins the Palestinian libera- 


tion fighters in declaring its 
solidarity with all Jews inside and 
outside Israel who are fighting 


against the Zionist, racist, and expan- 
sionist State of Israel ”’. 


A number of Israelis took part in the 
demonstration, many of them from 
ISRACA (Israeli Revolutionary Action 
Committee Abroad). 


A highlight of the demonstration 
came when an Israeli girl, speaking 
for ISRACA, addressed the crowd 
from the platform, calling for a non- 
nationalistic struggle “ towards a new 
society in which the people, liberated 
from social and national oppression, 
will together create the Revolutionary 
Federation of the Middle East”. 


The demonstration coincided with the 
ublication of the first issue of 
SRACA’s new magazine (incorpora- 
ting the more familiar Israeli 
Imperial News). It’s a marvellous haif- 
crown’s worth of information, ideas, 
and cartoons about Israel and the 
occupied territories. (Obtainable 
from: 219 Putney Bridge Road, Lon- 
don SW15.) 


LABOUR’S NEW POWER GAME 


Bob Overy writes: The issue of “ anti- 
trade union legislation” which pre- 
occupies and divides the Labour 
movement at the moment is not really 
economic but political. But the debate 
within the Labour Party does not 
seriously touch on the real issue of 
principle. 

The Labour Left believes that Labour 
derives its political power and 
authority through the trade union 
organisations of the industrial work- 
ing class. “The Labour Party .. . is 
a trade union political federation or 
it is nothing.” (Sid Bidwell MP.) 
On the public platform, Left Labour 
MPs are now asserting their determin- 
ation to vote against the legislation 
whatever the consequences. But they 
have voted for legislation in the past 
to which they were opposed in prin- 
ciple—the Defence Estimates, for ex- 
ample—so the issue of principle for 
them this time is obviously of a 
different order. 

And, of course, it is. The Labour 
Government believes that the source 
of its power lies elsewhere than in 
the trade union organisations of the 
industrial working class. 

Harold Wilson believes, and has said, 
that “ Labour is the Party of power ”. 
Trade unionists, as supporters of the 
Labour Party, which is the “ Party of 
power ”, must trust their Government 


Walking 
through 
darkest 
London 


selves, 


and understand that they now have 
the duty to consider the national in- 
terest and not just their own self- 
interest when pursuing wage claims. 


The real source of Labour’s political 
power, for Wilson, lies in the liberal 
consensus—that is, in the allegiance 
of the vast middle-ground of voters 
who in 1966 voted for a higher 
growth rate and considerable in- 
dustrial re-organisation and improve- 
ment in economic efficiency. 


Democratic Control 


Thus the Labour Government and its 
Labour critics are pursuing as an 
argument of principle what is essen- 
tially an argument about power. But 
the fallacies in both positions are 
obvious. 

On the one hand, the Labour Party in 
office, with its conception of maintain- 
ing power by skilful management of 
consensus politics, gives no sign 
whatever that it is seeking to change 
the basic inequitable relationships of 
wealth and power in our society, or 
that it is capable of questioning the 
values and goals of capitalist society 
and of encouraging attempts to estab- 
lish democratic control in industry. 


On the other hand, the unions them- 
because they pursue their 


Andrew Papworth writes: Sponsored 
walks are usually politically neutral 
attempts to raise funds for a ‘“ good 
cause”, They are non-controversial, 
except to people who find Oxfam 
Communist-inspired, or who say that 
starving people should starve, or that 
if you’re homeless, or stricken with 
some terrible disease, that’s your bad 
uck, 


So maybe the Community Action 
Union is doing something new in 
organising a sponsored walk that com- 
bines a fund-raising effort with a 
clear statement on poverty, housing, 
racialism, and democracy. The wal 
is planned for the Saturday and Sun- 


RESISTANCE IN U.S. ARMY 


* from cover 


case where the authorities thought to 
make an example and bungled the 
job. Everywhere there are anti-war 
papers and coffee bars run and 
patronised by GIs. 


The worst thing of all from the 
military point-of-view is that when 
they try and throw those responsible 
out of the service, they fight the case 
and proclaim their right to stay in 
the Army to organise their fellow 
soldiers. 

It isn’t just soldiers either. At Marine 
All Weather Attack Squadron 242 in 
California, the Aircraft Maintenance 
Officer got so upset about words such 
as “peace”, and peace symbols 
appearing on hangar walls in the 
maintenance area, that he sent out 
a special memo to all maintenance 
personnel on the subject. 


The memo, dated March 19, expressed 
“ great concern ” and pointed out that 
“wearing of peace symbols, flowers, 
ete on any form of military clothing 
or equipment is in direct violation of 
military regulations. Defacing Govern- 
ment property is a court-martial 


” 


offence ”’. 


A Defence Department spokesman in 
Washington tried to shrug it off when 
the New York Post got hold of the 
story. “I don’t think the guys who 
write this stuff are really in earnest 


about wanting peace or anything like 
that’, he said, obviously not watch- 
ing his words as carefully as a good 
spokesman should. 

“Some guys may actually want peace, 
but I bet that 99% of those guys are 
just joking. You see this stuff written 
all over—words like ‘make love, not 


‘war’ and that funny round symbol 


with the rocket shaped thing inside 
it, but nobody really means it. It’s 
just a way of bugging your superiors.” 


Fierce Sentences 


It was in Fort Jackson, South 
Carolina, that open resistance within 
the forces began to surface with the 
lonely refusal of Captain Howard 
Levy, back in 1967, to train Green 
Berets as part-time medics, and where 
in February 1968 the first ever on- 
base demonstration by GIs took place. 


Fort Jackson is still leading. On 
March 20, 100 GIs held an open “ rap 
session” following rejection of a 
1,000 strong petition for use of base 
facilities for such discussion. 


Following this, nine members of the 
base’s branch of GIs United Against 
the War in Vietnam were pulled in for 
charges ranging from breach of the 
peace to wilful disobedience. The Fort 
Jackson nine include both black and 
white GIs. 


Of course, resistance within the Army 
is just one sector. Draft violations in 
the US have now moved into third 
place in the standings of criminal 
court business, right. behind auto 
theft and immigration infractions. 


The trend has not been reversed by 
increasingly fierce sentencing (aver- 
age sentence up from 32 months to 
37.3 months in past year). In six 
months the number of prosecutions 
has doubled to over 3,000 per year. 
And there have been over 58,000 FBI 
investigations in the past year. 


One of the factors behind the in- 
creasing desertion rate has probably 
been the leaflet issued by War Re- 
sisters International (WRI) back in 
1966 calling on GIs to desert. Since 
then, 100,000 of the leaflets have been 
distributed in Europe. 


This week, WRI published a special 
issue of their quarterly, War Resis- 
tance, devoted entirely to the question 
of American deserters. It is, in fact, 
a guide to helping any would-be 
deserters you come across, with a 
run-down on the legal side, instruc- 
tions on how to go about getting into 
Sweden, a list of addresses where 
deserters can get advice, and so on. 
(2s 6d from WRI, 3 Caledonian Road, 
London N1.) 

SOURCES: LNS and British Ad Hoc 


Presidio Stockade Committee: 66 
Regents Park Road, London NW1. 


sectional interests before anything 
else, seem equally incapable of giving 
body to the essential democratic 
ideals of socialism, whether through 
the Labour Party or some other 
means of political struggle. 


Clearly, the Government legislation 
must be resisted, because it restricts 
and denies the right of workers to 
organise as they wish. The distinction 
between an official and an unofficial 
strike, from this view, is largely 
meaningless, since in both cases men 
have agreed to withdraw their labour, 
as is their right. 


But the way to resist is not so much 
to insist on the right of trade unions 
to pursue their sterile battles with the 
employers, as if this struggle was 
drawn out in inevitable antagonism 
to the end of time. (It has to be recog- 
nised that strikes today frequently 


pressurise the whole community 
rather than just a particular 
employer.) 


Rather, the important thing is to sup- 
port attempts to assert individual 
initiative and some sense of equality 
and democratic control in industry— 
which wil! most often be found in 
unofficial strikes. 

The issue of freedom to organise, and 
to discover meaning in work, is the 
real issue scarcely touched on in the 
current debate. 
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day of the Whitsun weekend, and will 
go through London’s “ Black Belt ”. 
This is the ring within London with 
the worst housing, the worst 
amenities for children: areas with 
the worst environment, into. which 
we push as many immigrants and poor 
people as possible and make them 
live in disgusting conditions for exor- 
bitant prices. 


The walk has assumed new impor- 
tance since the publication last week 
of the Notting Hill Housing Service’s 
report on the shocking housing con- 
ditions in Notting Hill, which with 
hard facts proved to the outside world 
what the residents of the area had 
known for years. 


It is, then, perhaps a sign of the way 
in which organisations like the Com- 
munity Action Union are trying to 
link together the street-level work 
that is being done in many areas so 
as to build up a national picture of 
the situation. Many people are draw- 
ing the comparison between this walk, 
which we hope will be a contribution 
towards a national campaign on 
poverty and powerlessness, and the 
first Aldermaston March which helped 
launch CND. 


Street Festival 


The walk will start on Saturday, May 
24, at 11 am in Trafalgar Square, and 
will end for the first day at the Round 
House, Chalk Farm, where a “ Festi- 
val of the Street” is being organised. 
Items vary from films of Dick Gregory 
and James Baldwin to music by the 
Social Deviants and others: from 
stalls put up by people involved in 
community projects to drama by Agit- 
Prop. 

Sponsored walkers who have com- 
pleted the first day of the walk will 
be admitted free to the Festival: 
others will be charged 10s. 


Anyone who can. help with the 
organisation of the walk, (by bringing 
their car or van, offering to staff a 
medical car, helping to steward, en- 
dorsing walkers’ forms, etc) will be 
very welcome, and should contact me 
at 229 7832 (16 Westbourne Park 
Road, London W2). Leaflets, posters, 
and sponsor forms can also be 
obtained from the same address. 
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‘BLACK SCORPION’ PURGED 


Roger Moody writes: Though Sir 
David Hunt (British High Com- 
missioner in Lagos and one of the 
diplomats mainly responsible for the 
civil war) is being replaced, and so 
is Colonel Adekunle, “ Black Scor- 
ion” leader of Nigeria’s Third 
ivision, and his two fellow com- 
manders in the First and Second 
Divisions, it is bloodshed and stale- 
mate as usual in the Nigeria/Biafra 
war. 
Obviously envisaging a long drawn- 
out conflict that will last well after 
the current rainy season, Britain’s 


LIVERPOOL 
UNIVERSITY 


x from page 1 


failure of the University to keep the 
houses they live in fit for human 
habitation. 


In Vine Street, bought recently by the 
University, roofs gape and rain pours 
in freely. Entire families have to live 
and sleep in the basement, and a 
house with a habitable top floor is a 
rarity. 

For over eight years, the University 
failed to keep in a fit state property 
in Melville Street. It did nothing to 
combat the danger from damp to 
children, to alleviate over-crowding, 
or to fight the problem of rat infest- 
ation. The local authorities declared 
the houses unfit for human habitation. 


In one known case, the University 
bought a house for £15. Since then, 
the tenant has paid a total of £624 
in rent, at 30s a week. (That’s over 
500% per annum.) 


Pressure on the University, and on 
Manchester Corporation, intensified 
last autumn with the formation of a 
Tenants’ Association in the area. It 
has already been successful in fight- 
ing for re-housing and repairs. 


The new Senate House cost £600,000. 
The opening ceremony alone will cost 
£500. 


The demonstration by tenants and 
students will question and condemn 
the spending priorities these figures 
represent. The action is being sup- 
ported by the Socialist Society, and 
by the Anarchist and Labour groups 
in the University. 


PROJECTS OUT 


PROJECTS will be back next week 
and will deal with more community 
action for the rights of gypsies in 
Manchester and London.—Eds. 


DISTRIBUTE THIS 
LEAFLET NOW 


BOMBS ON 
BIAFRA... 


Father Maher’s first-hand report 
on Federal terror-raids 
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Save Biafra Campaign will meet next 
week to consider “a major demon- 


stration over Biafra” for this 
October. 

Though equally pessimistic about an 
end to the war, American and 


European groups are none the less 
more hopeful for action in the near 
future. 


Action Biafra International’s  co- 
ordinating centre in Stockholm has 
proposed an International Biafra 
Week from May 25-30, and is cur- 
rently trying to raise delegates for 
an International Observer Team in 
Biafra, to “investigate whether ex- 
cesses are being committed against 
the civilian population ”. 


Action Biafra International (ABI: set 
up in London in April) has just issued 
its first international news-letter. It 
outlines a proposal by German 
groups, for providing agricultural and 
technical equipment to Biafra’s 
“Land Army ” programme, started at 
the end of 1968. 


According to the news-letter, there is 
a good chance that both German and 
Swiss Governments will support the 
scheme. 


Public | concern in Sweden has, 
according to the US Clearing House 


for Nigeria/Biafra Information, made 
necessary the posting of a Biafran 
Government official in Stockholm, 
who will have both Swedish clerical 
staff and the co-operation of the 
Swedish Biafra Committee. 


The Clearing House also reports a 
new “Spring Airlift Campaign” to 
support the Joint Church Aid air- 
lift, being endorsed by Senators Ken- 
nedy and Pearson. The campaign is 
being conducted by Young Democrat 
and Young Republican chapters 
throughout the country. 


The theme of the campaign is “ One 
Thing for Biafra”, and May 15 has 
been chosen as a nation-wide fast-day 
on the campuses. 


In Biafra itself last week, two aid 
planes were destroyed. The first, be- 
longing to the International Red 
Cross, was not shot down, but 
ee all four crew members were 
ost. 


The second crashed at Uli because of 
faulty landing gear, and was then 
entirely destroyed by Federal strafing. 
It was an American C97. Prompted 
by the crash, Joint Church Aid 
officials and others in America are 
now urging the US Government to 
immediately release two more such 
planes for use in the air-lift. 


Another little squeeze won’t 
do us any harm. 


Derry squatters v. Royal Navy 


Kevin McGrath writes: Twenty-five 
families from slumflats in Derry 
moved this week into houses owned 
by the Royal Navy in a mass squat, 
organised by the city’s Labour Party. 


The families include both Catholics 
and Protestants. They are getting 
used to the unheard-of luxury of hot 
water on tap, while their children 
have swings and green open space to 
play on. 


“It’s a quare change from what 
things were before” was one be- 
mused squatter’s comment, quoted in 
Tuesday’s Irish Times. 


The houses are no longer needed by 
the Royal Navy, but it is believed 
that negotiatioris between the Derry 
Commission and the British Ministry 
of Defence for them to be made 
availab’e had broken down. 


The new tenants are paying a rent of 
50s per week into a bank account. 
This will be offered to the Naval 
authorities or to the Derry Com- 
mission. 


In Armagh, tenants of the privately- 
owned slum of Mill Row have been 
joined in their rent-strike by a fur- 
ther 40 families in nearby Lisnea and 
The Rocks. 


An occupation of the Armagh Rural 
District Council offices, on the lines 
of the three-week squat in Derry’s 
Guildhall in January, is on the cards 
in the near future. 


The same pattern of direct action on 
housing is likely to develop else- 
where. The Northern Informer (1s 
weekly, from John Gray, Flat 7, 258- 
60 Coldharbour Lane, London SW9) 
—which is essential reading if you 


BACK CZECHS: FIGHT NATO 


A campaign for withdrawal from 
NATO, and for industrial democracy 
in Britain, are the most effective ways 
for the British labour movement and 
trade unions to show solidarity with 
ae opposite numbers in Czechoslo- 
vakia. 


These were some of the main recom- 
mendations of the Conference for 
Solidarity with Czechoslovakia, 
organised last weekend in London by 
the Bertrand Russell Peace Founda- 
tion. 


The Warsaw Pact invasion of 
Czechoslovakia was unequivocally de- 
nounced as a betrayal of socialism, 
and of the _ struggle against 
imperialism elsewhere, and as totally 
without any justification. 


The British Labour movement and 
trade unions were called upon, as a 
matter of urgency, to: 


1. Mount a major campaign aimed at 
the withdrawal of Britain from the 
the NATO alliance. 


2. Provide facilities for improving 
contacts between British and 
Czechoslovak workers by in- 
creasing the flow of information 
and exchange of experience he- 


tween them, including the ex- 
change of delegations organised 
through the International Trade 
Secretariats or in other ways, with 
visits arranged at the level of 
factory and plant, shop steward 
committees, and workers’ councils. 


3. Convene, together with the trade 
unions and socialist parties of 
other countries, a conference on 
“The Future of European 
Socialism ” with the widest repre- 
sentation of rank and file 
workers. 


The conference also urged those Com- 
munist Parties which have denounced 
the invasion, and particularly the 
British Communist Party, to: 


1. Join in convening a special con- 
ference to assess the implications 
for the future of socialism of the 
invasion of Czechoslovakia. 


2. Call on ajl Communist Parties to 
take the necessary steps to lift all 
forms of censorship and personal 
restrictions of liberty, both by law 
and by assent, which are making 
impossible the advance of Marxist 
thought on a_ scientific and 
humanist basis of free and open 
discussion. 


want to keep up-to-date with 
Northern Ireland events—reports 
that several hundred families in the 
Dock area of Belfast will initiate mass 
sit-ins when the time comes for them 
to move under a Belfast re-develop- 
ment scheme. 

Under the scheme, 277 houses are to 
be pulled down within the tightly-knit 
community in St Patrick’s parish, and 
1,048 people moved out to the out- 
skirts of Belfast. None of them will 
be rehoused within the area. That’s 
the scheme anyway: resolute direct 
action was not allowed for by the 
planners. 


Gandhi returns 
to Islington 
at Whitsun? 


A year ago about 50 Peace News 
readers and parents and children 
on the GLC Bemerton Estate 
(Islington) cleared the Gandhi 
Play Space for the use of local 
children. 


The Play Space survives but lots of 
help will be needed during the 
coming Whitsun and Summer 
holidays. 
At 2 pm on May 25 (Whit Sunday) 
all readers are invited to turn up 
at the Play Space to help the child- 
ren erect and paint fibre-glass huts, 
ete, during the afternoon. 
Volunteers are asked to meet at 
Peace News at 1.30 pm, or at the 
Play Space (Story Street, off 
Caledonian Road, London N1) at 
2 pm. Or come along any time 
during the afternoon. 
It’s advisable to come in old 
clothes. Please bring paint-brushes, 
paint, hammers, saws, and nails if 
you can. 
Further details: Contact: Roger 
Hou at Peace News, Tel: 01-837 
473. 
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ltv’s exactly a year since ‘peace talks’ began 
but the war in Vietnam goes on... 


STALEMATE ON GENEVA ACCORDS 


This is an interview by Shirley 
Keith, a Peace News correspondent 
in Paris, with Bui Nun Nhan, 
Briefing Officer of the DRV (Demo- 
cratic Republic of Vietnam). 
Shirley Keith follows it up with an 
analysis of the present stalemate 
at the ‘“ peace talks” in Paris. 


KEITH: What is the link between 
military and political issues for the 
DRV? Do you give military questions 
a priority over political questions? 


NHAN: We make no separation of 
political and military issues. Our 
position, which is both political and 
military, is this: (1) The Americans 
must stop the war, and (2) American 
troops must withdraw, along with 
satellite troops. 


We cannot agree with the US on the 
importance of the DMZ (Demilitarised 
Zone) since, according to the 1954 


Geneva Agreements, it was created as 
a temporary line, not permanent. 


The DMZ is the key issue for the 
Americans and we cannot agree to 
this. For us, the key issue is the ques- 
tion of American withdrawal of 
troops. 

KEITH: Is the question of re-unifica- 
tion of North and South Vietnam an 
important issue in the Paris peace 
talks? Will it become so? 


NHAN: The question of re-unification 
of the two areas of Vietnam is not 
important to the Paris talks. It is not 
a question which will be decided in 
Paris: it is an internal question. 


It is a question which must be de- 
cided after the war is finished, and 
one which will be decided upon after 
consultation between the two admin- 
istrations of Vietnam. 


KEITH: You have said that complete 
and unconditional withdrawal of 


American and satellite troops is the 
key issue in the talks. The Americans 
want to discuss mutual withdrawal of 
troops. Why don’t you discuss this 
question—that is, mutual  with- 
drawal? 

NHAN: Vietnam is one nation: there 
are two temporary zones. Since there 
is no country called South Vietnam, 
the question of mutual withdrawal 
from South Vietnam cannot apply. 
We have the right to support our com- 
patriots against foreign aggression. 
The United States stresses the impor- 
tance of the DMZ for this very reason 
—they want to be able to discuss 
mutual withdrawal. 

KEITH: Do the DRV and NLF refuse 
to participate in private talks because 
of the way they are proposed (four- 
part secret talks) or do they object 
in principle? 

NHAN: We do not reject a priori 
secret talks. The form of such talks 


is not important. The subject is im- 
portant 

The question is: Is the United States 
ready to stop the war and withdraw 
its troops? If they are ready, then 
we can discuss this issue. As yet 
there is no indication that they are 
ready to discuss the important 
questions. 

KEITH: In the talks, are you address- 
ing “the other side” or only the 
Americans. 


NHAN: The other side. 


KEITH: Doesn’t that imply, then, a 
de facto recognition of the South 
Vietnam Government? 


NHAN: It is not a question of recog- 
nition. The question is: What is the 
attitude of the parties involved? We 
are ready to discuss with “ the other 
side” the important question of with- 
drawal of troops and stopping the 
war. 


KEY ISSUE: WITHDRAWAL OF TROOPS 


Shirley Keith comments: Disregard- 
ing the flurry of excitement caused 
by South Vietnamese President 
Thieu’s March 25 proposal of secret 
talks, the confrontation in Paris is 
bogged down on one key issue: with- 
drawal of troops, 


The Communist side demands the 
complete and unconditional with- 
drawal of American and _ satellite 
troops from South Vietnam, The 
Americans counter this demand by 
saying they are ready to discuss the 
mutual withdrawal of DRV and 
American-allied troops, 


This issue came to a head at the 
January 30 plenary session, and it has 
remained the principal issue bottle- 
necking the discussions. 


The American plan is clearly evident. 
It consists in taking as a basis of dis- 
cussion only those articles of the 1954 
Geneva Agreements favourable to the 
Saigon Administration—that is, those 
that concern the reconstitution of a 
tightly-guarded Demilitarised Zone, a 
cease-fire, and repatriation to the 


north of the DMZ of all Communist 
forces. 

The Americans are trying to put 
across the idea that their war is a 
continuation of the 1946-1954 war, 
which Hanoi revived by its aggression 
in violation of the Geneva Accords. 
Using this rationale, the US demands 
a return to the Accords by regrouping 
the DRV troops north of the DMZ. 


DRV Chief Delegate, Ambassador 
Xuan Thuy, interprets the DMZ 
uestion as only one aspect and not 
e most important of the Geneva 
Accords: it is only a provisional 
military demarcation line, not a pol- 
itical or territorial border. 


According to Hanoi, the fundamental 
articles of Geneva 1954 are those 
which forbid: 


1. The introduction of foreign troops 
in Vietnam. 


2. The establishment of foreign 
military bases on Vietnam soil. 
3. The conclusion of military 


alliances with foreign nations. 


These are issues, says Hanoi, which 
must be discussed at the same time as 
the DMZ issue. 


According to this interpretation, then, 
the troops of the Popular Vietnam 
Army are not “foreign”. All Viet- 
namese must support their com- 
atriots against foreign aggression. 
nd since there is only one Vietnam 
the DMZ being only a temporary 
lemarcation line) the DRV has the 
right to be in the zone below the 
DMZ. 
The Nixon policy, developing in re- 
sponse to this brick wall of DRV-NLF 
resistance, is the unilateral with- 
drawal of American troops contingent 
upon the South Vietnamese capability 
in taking over the war. 


The Americans certainly realise that 
once they leave, the Saigon regime 
will collapse like a house of cards. 
For all its pacification programmes, 
its hearts-and-minds programmes, and 
its hamlet security programmes, the 
US has not managed to build up a 
political framework which will sup- 
port the Saigon regime. 


The political future of South 
Vietnam, then, will be the real issue 
in future peace talks in Paris. For 
Hanoi, a proper solution to the war 
in Vietnam cannot be found in a re- 
turn to the Geneva Accords as the 
Americans interpret them, but must 
be based on their fundamental prin- 
ciples and must correspond to the - 
present situation, with its entirely 
new element. 


This entirely new element in South 
Vietnam since the 1954 Accords is the 
formation and existence of the 
National Liberation Front. 


For Hanoi, the problem of the South 
should be settled by the people of the 
South, on the basis of self-determina- 
tion and taking into account the NLF 
as the authentic representative of the 
people of South Vietnam. 


There can be no question about the 
future importance of the NLF in 
South Vietnam, considering the lack 
of popular support for the present 
regime, and considering that the NLF 
has never separated military victory 
from political victory. 


US clergy support S Vietnam’s Buddhists 


“My Government can die because 
of those pacifists, but before we die, 
they have to die first.”—President 
Nguyen Van Thieu, 5 February, 
1969, reported in Journal Cong 
Luan, Saigon. 


Bob Overy writes: Thousands of 
clergymen all over America will be 
organising processions and _ inter- 
faith services from May 23 to May 28 
-—a traditional observance period in 


Vietnam to celebrate the birthday of 
the Buddha—as an expression of 
their “feeling of Kinship with the 
thousands of Vietnamese who are 
held as political prisoners by the 
South Vietnam Government ”’. 


On May 23, a statement addressed 
to President Nixon, and hopefully 
signed by 10,000 clergymen, will be 
released to the press. It details the 
suppression of Buddhist and Catholic 
“peace ” leaders in South Vietnam by 


PPU supports COMMUNITY ACTION 


May 24-25: Pacifist drama in the streets of London 
Support the float: “ THE SCALE OF LIFE AND DEATH ” 


NEEDED: Walkers’ contingent. The Wolf and his flock of sheep- 
soldiers, posters, balloons, masks, and costumes. 


Apply for details and part in the cast to: 
PPU 6 Endsleigh Street WC1 / 01-387 5501—or, at night: 352 7906 
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the Thieu-Ky regime and ends: 


“Mr President, it is not justifiable 
for Americans to kill and be killed 
for the sake of continuing such a 
regime.” 
The statement also demands that 
“The United States should cease at 
once its military support of this 
harshly dictatorial group of military 
Officers, and permit the people of 
South Vietnam to form a genuinely 
representative Government that is 
willing to negotiate an immediate end 
to the war.” 


In a letter to members of the 
American Fellowship of Reconcilia- 
tion (FOR), Alfred Hassler, FOR 
Executive Secretary, urges that the 
Nixon Administration now has to 
make a choice “between continuin 
the war behind the facade o 
‘strengthening’ the South  Viet- 
namese Army, or. making a serious 
beginning of the process of with- 
drawal of all American forces ”. 


He believes that “an immediate 
action campaign involving thousands 
of the nation’s clergymen ... can 
arouse public opinion that will help 
Washington see that ending its 
military support of the dictatorship 
and accepting a neutralist political 
solution in the South is indeed the 
only choice it has.” 


“ An increasing number of people be- 
lieve that there is only one way Nixon 
can accomplish withdrawal: through 
a three-way agreement among the 
US, Hanoi, and the NLF on a ‘ politi- 
cal solution ’. Specifically, this means 
agreeing to a neutralist Government 
representative of all the forces, 
which will replace the Thieu-Ky 
regime. 

“This is, of course, what the peace 
forces in South Vietnam, particularly 
the Buddhists, have been saying for 
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quite a while. This is what the FOR, 
single-handedly, has been helping 
them say to the Western world, which 
is the reason why we are now in a 
position to make a momentous con- 
tribution.” 


To publicise the statement to Nixon, 
the clergymen will hold processions 
and services outside Army bases, 
Selective Service headquarters, and 


Letters 


Liberate the Jails 


I have just been informed that Bob 
Eaton has been arrested after being 
indicted by the FBI for draft resis- 
tance. 


Bob is quite well-known _inter- 
nationally as captain of two of the 
Phoenix voyages to Vietnam: also 
for trying to stop the launching of 
the USS New Jersey and for participa- 
tion in the WRI demo in Budapest 
against the invasion of Czechoslo- 
vakia last year. 


Like Pat Arrowsmith, and many 
others, he is likely to do time for 
his actions. Before we give him a halo 
and label him “prisoner of con- 
science”, let us think of the reason 


why he is in danger of going to jail. _ 
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He is going to j il because the society 
we live in is sick. And Bob’s and Pat’s 
cases should not be taken separately 
from those of other members of the 
human race who are shut up in 
prison to “protect” the rest of us 
“ goodies” from their wicked deeds. 


The whole business is an abomina- 
tion. In jail and out of it there are 
lovely and unlovely people. Why do 
pacifists persist in separating them- 
selves from the others? Who the hell 
are we to judge the actions of those 
others serving time, keeping Bob and 
Pat in a pure little compartment of 
our own? 
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Coming events 


THE OPEN SOCIETY: Threat or Promise? 
Some places still available at the Chris- 
tian Action Conference at The Hayes, 
Swanwick, Derbyshire, May 31 to June 1. 
(Travel by coach from London has been 
arranged.) Programme and full details 
from: Conference Secretary, ‘Christian 
Action, 2 Amen Court, London EC4. 
(01-248 3747.) 


Personal 


DUREX. Gossamer 2is three dozen. 
Featherlite 13s 6d dozen. Supertrans 10s 
dozen, Personal Sefvice, PO Box No 3, 
Horbury, Wakefield, 


FREE SPECIMEN COPY of Peace News 
sent to any friend of yours who might be 
a potential reader. Send names and 
addresses to: Circulation, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London N1. 


INTRODUCTORY Correspondence Course 
for Esperanto, the international language 
(5s including pronunciation record). Non- 
racial and non-national. From: Workers 
Esperanto Movement, 27 Argyle Road, 
Ilford, Essex. 


“T RENOUNCE WAR and I will never 
support or sanction another.'' This pledge, 
signed by each member, is the basis of 
the Peace Pledge Union. Send your pledge 
to: PPU Headquarters, Dick Sheppard 
House, 6 Endsleigh Street, London WC1. 
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civilian and military prisons where 
Vietnam war refusers are held—in 
conjunction with clergy visits to the 
prisons. 


A visit by a “prestigious”’ team of 
churchmen to Saigon is also planned 
by an ad hoc group of clergymen of 
all faiths. The special connection 
which the American FOR feels with 
Buddhist and Christian opponents of 
the South Vietnamese regime was 
marked recently by their election of 
Thich Nhat Hanh, the exiled Buddhist 
leader, as a national vice-chairman. 


Awareness of the repressive way in 
which the South Vietnamese regime 
treats its non-Communist opponents 


It is time we realised that this atti- 
tude of “ Don’t touch me, I’m not a 
rock thrower, I love you” contradicts 
our assertion that we love everybody 
without discrimination. It plants us 
firmly on the side of “Law and 
Order ”’, 


Nonetheless, Bob is likely to go to 
jail for a long time, and your voice 
raised in protest will help you and 
me, even if it doesn’t affect Bob’s 
case. Anyway, please think twice be- 
fore you start signing petitions ask- 
ing for leniency. 


If you must ask for something, ask 
the Judge to join us in honouring Bob 
for his loving service to humanity. 
Bob is going to prison not because he 
is a saint, but because he is a man 
and dares to live like one. 


If direct actionists want to do some- 
thing, I would suggest liberating a 


MICHAEL SHIELDS, 152 Fortss Road, 
London NW5. Interior, exterior decorating. 
Percentage of profits to Peace News, 


Publications 
FREEDOM PRESS. Publish Anarchy 
monthly 2s, Freedom weekly 6d, ‘Trial 


subscription to both for two months: 8s 
post free. From: 84B Whitechapel High 
Street (Angel Alley) London E1. 


FREETHINKER. Radical Humanist and 

Free Thought Weekly. Only 6d. Free 

Sampie Copy. From: Freethinker, Depart- 

me P, 103 Borough High Street, London 
t. 


SOCIALIST LEADER. For outspoken views 
and comment. For peace and freedom. 6d 
weekly, From: 197 Kings Cross Road, Lon- 
don WCl1 


THE RAILWAY REVIEW. Weekly railway- 
men’s paper, Essential reading for those 
who want the authentic voice of railway 
workers. Obtainable 9s a quarter post free, 
From: 105 Euston Road, London NWI. 


TRIBUNE. The ieading Socialist weekly. 
Absolutely essential reading for every 
socialist, radical, and revolutionary. You 
certainly won’t agree with everything we 
Say—nobody does, nobody ever has. But 
workers by hand and by brain read 
Tribune, and use it to express their views. 
You can't afford to be out of touch. Every 
Friday. From: newsagents, or 24 St John 
Street, London EC1. 


THE NEW YORK REVIEW of Books. 
America’s foremost literary and political 
magazine. Fortnightly, 3s 6d. Available 
from: Housmans Bookshop, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London Ni. 


Wanted 


BOOKS/PAMPHLETS bought. Hammersmith 
Books, Liffords Piace, London SwW13. 
PRO 7254. 


is growing in America. Not only is 
the harsh jailing of Truong Dinh 
Dzu, runner-up to Thieu in the 1967 
presidential elections, recognised as 
a direct intimidation of the peace 
forces. (Dzu got five years hard 
labour for his election speeches, and 
in a letter to his son from jail re- 
cently said that only pressure from 
Nixon would get him out of jail.) 


“Death Sentence’ 


But also what has aroused the 
American clergy is the jailing of 
Thich Thien Minh, director of the 
Buddhist Youth Movement in South 


bulldozer somewhere and heading for 
Pentonville. 


Chris Cowley 

¢/o Friendship Centre 
9-42 2-Chome 

Minami Kannon-Machi 
Hiroshima, Japan. 


‘Big Speeches’ Again 

In reply to Arthur Arnold (Letters, 
May 9) let me say that I’ve no doubt 
that Albert Hunt’s student group can 
read, but since I haven’t seen them 
performing, my musical analogy was 
not meant to be taken personally. 


My implication was that rarely does 
one complain if a musician reveals 
the worth of a piece of music through 
his obtrusive technique and breath 
control. But for an actor to possess 
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Vietnam, who on March 15 was sen- 
tenced to 10 years hard labour by a 
military court. More than 50 others 
from the movement were arrested 
with Thien Minh, and there are 
thought to be more than 20,000 non- 
Communist political prisoners in jail 
with him. 


The New Republic commented at the 
end of March that this was “in fact, 
a death sentence” on Thich Thien 
Minh. “It is unlikely he could survive 
even 10 weeks of hard labour.” Thien 
Minh is still extremely weak, since he 
was nearly disembowelled by a hand 
grenade in an assassination attempt 
two years ago, thought to have been 
instigated by Marshal Ky. 


such technical attributes brings down 
the accusation of insincerity and pro- 
fessionalism. 


I have just seen the New York Negro 
Ensemble’s production of Peter 
Weiss’s Song of the Lusitanian Bogey 
(Aldwych Theatre). It is full of “ Big 
Speeches”, beautifully acted, which 
do not for one moment detract from 
the terrifying truth of its “ documen- 
tary ” content. 


I’m sorry to use up your space on 
such trivia, but by sheer coincidence 
I worked with Glenda Jackson before 
her Royal Shakespeare Company 
days, and Arthur Arnold’s remarks 
are impossible to reconcile with the 
knowledge I have of her highly de- 
veloped social and political con- 
science. 


Peter Porteous 
17A Frognal, London NWS. 


CHRISTIAN GROUP CND / WHITSUN 1969 


MARCH FOR LIFE 


against plans and preparations for indiscriminate killing 
at Aldermaston (nuclear weapons) 


and Porton (germ warfare) 


Start Saturday 24 May 1400 Aldermaston 
to Monday 26 May 1230 Porton and 1700 Salisbury 
Details from CCND 29 Great James Street London WC1 


For sale 


EXOTIC African fabrics and ready-made 
clothes, Good quality. 01-254 4144. 


JOAN BAEZ. On Vanguard Records. ‘‘ All 
My Trials ’’. “* Geordie.” ‘* Plaisir 
@’Amour.”” And more. SVXL1I00 (14s 6d 
P/p is). From: Housmans Bookshop, 5 
Caledonian Road, London Nl. 


POEMS FOR PEACE. Read by Allen Gins- 
berg, Peter Orlovsky, Allen Katzman, Ed 
Sanders, BR465 (52s 11d p/p 1s 6d). Also 
a few Dutch psychedelic peace posters. 
Two different colourful designs. 3s 6d 
each, post free. From: Housmans, 
Caledonian Road, London Nl. 


SPECIAL OFFER. Housmans peace buttons. 
Twelve different 5s. Large assorted buttons 
12s 6d. Post free UK, abroad add Is per 
dozen. From: Housmans Bookshop, 5 
Caledonian Road, London N1. 


Accommodation 
wanted 


MOTHER with 6-and 4-year-old children 
desperately seeks flat. Up to £7 per week. 
Inner London. Would baby-sit and snare 
communal responsibilities. Box No 898. 


Accommodation 


vacant 


FURNISHED and Unfurnished flats, rooms 
to let all areas. 01-254 4144. 


SINGLE ROOM. With or without full board. 
Islington. Suitable for older man or 
student looking for quiet homely lodging 
in small boarding house. Write or phone: 
Merfyn Turner, 24 Harberton Road, Lon- 
don N19. 272 0606. 


Situations vacant 


HOUSEKEEPER wanted for eldenly 
small hillside home in beautifu 

Wales. 
deen. 


lady in 
part of 
Write: 80 St Machar Drive, Aber- 


LANSBURY HOUSE Trust Fund. Set up by 
War Resisters’ International. Ory. 
needs a part-time (three days a week 
secretary with initiative. Interest in re- 
search work will be helpful. For details 
write to: Lansbury House Trust Fund, 3 
Caledonian Road, London Ni, 


NCCL Géneral Secretary urgently needs 
Secretary/Shorthand Typist. Efficiency and 
enthusiasm vital. Apply immediately: 
National Council for Civil Liberties, 4 
lave High Street, London NW1i. EUS 


PART-TIME Book-Keeper/Typist (either 
sex) to assist General Secretary of the 
Bedford Institute Association. Duties in- 
volve general office routines and accounts 
to trial balance, but opportunities could 
also arise for personal participation in 
more direct Quaker service in East Lon- 
don. No age limit. Hours and salary by 
arrangement. Prior discussion without 
obligation. Contact: Tom Hood, The Bed- 
ford Institute Association, 128A Hoxton 
Street, London Ni (01-739 5431), 


Cinema 


FORBIDDEN FILM FESTIVAL. Exclusively 
for members of New Cinema Club, 122 
Wardour Street, London W1 (734 5888: 
membership 25s.) Corman's ‘‘ The Trip” 
and ‘‘ Wild Angels ’’, and Robbe-Grillet’s 
‘‘Trans-Europe Express’. Plus new 
season. Plus repeats of ‘' Weekend”, 
‘“‘Chelsea Girls", ‘‘ Relativity’, and 
‘‘ Echoes of Silence’. Plus new all-night 
underground orgy. And much more. Free 
illustrated programme available now. 


Published by Peace News Ltd at 5 
Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, London N1 
and printed in Great Britain rr Goodwin 
Press (TU) Ltd at 135 Fonthill Road, 
N4. Registered at GPO as a Newspaper. 
Available on order from all Newsagents. 


The frightening thing about the 
image most of us have of Sweden 
is that inhuman air of effortless 
technological superiority. America 
overshadows us and terrifies us, 
but that’s just a matter of size. 


We feel that anybody could be 
like America if they were big 
enough. The same way that if you 
built a motor dinghy big enough, 
you’d end up with a battleship. 


But Sweden on the other hand: 
Sweden’s a submarine. 


* * * 


Hence my glee at the story of the 
Swedish Royal Navy’s newest 
submarine, Sjobjornen. 
Sjobjornen had its maiden voyage 
last week. On board for the 
occasion were no fewer than 
seven members of the Swedish 
Parliament. 


Then, just when a demonstration 
of torpedo-firing was about to 
start, it happened. Sjobjornen 
dipped steeply down, and kept on 
going till it came gently to rest 
on the Baltic floor. No one was 
hurt, but no one was firing any 
torpedoes either. 


Trust the Swedish Royal Navy to 
find themselves saddled with a 
pacifist submarine. Yellow Sub- 
marine? 


* * * 
Talking about submarines, on 
Wednesday last week, BBC Radio 
had a long documentary about 
Britain’s Polaris submarines. 
peat propaganda from start to 

ish. 


It could, in fact, have been a 
RN-sponsored recruiting effort, 
and I suspect that, in practice, 
that was just what it was. 


JOHN 
BALL'S 
COLUMN 


Pompous Navy spokesmen went 
on at length about the traditions 
of the service, cheerful or lugubri- 
ous seamen told what a wonder- 
ful life they had. 


No one mentioned any moral 
qualms whatever about the 
thought of killing millions of in- 
nocent people. 


I may, however, be slightly un- 
fair. For all its faults, the pro- 
gramme did have one virtue: it 
was so incredibly boring that I 
abandoned duty and switched off. 


* * * 
Still, that’s the BBC for you. A 
surface froth of woolly liberalism 
and trendy Revolution—and then 
authoritarian right to the cold 
heart. 


As witness what happened when 
John Peel tried to slip something 
in about the police raid on Inter- 
national Times while he was pre- 
recording Top Gear. The pro- 
ducer cut in, and told him to cut 
it out. 


(Ironically enough, the Weekly 
World on Saturday—BBC, Liberal 
Froth Department—featured a re- 
write of the previous week’s 
Peace News story of the raid. 
Moral: you can say anything, so 


long as there’s no risk anybody 
is going to listen.) 

It looks very much as though the 
BBC is engaged in trying to 
phase-out John Peel, by switch- 
ing his programmes to times 
when the kind of audience that 
listens to him is doing something 
else. That’s what IT suggests in 
its current issue, and it sounds 
only too plausible. 


* * 


IT also runs on its front page an 
excellent editorial on the whole 
business of the authoritarian 
backlash that seems to be de- 
veloping (attempts to shut down 
IT, OZ, perhaps Black Dwarf, 
sackings at Hornsey, LSE, Guild- 
ford, and so on) and how we 
should react. 


This rejects the fatally-simple 
Them-Us paranoia, and at the 
same time calls for intelligent and 
imaginative “ out-manoeuvring ” 
—e.g. guerrilla direct action—in 
face of the importation by the 
authorities of the Them-Us 
paranoia that dominates so much 
of the American Radical and 
Underground scene. 
* * * 


Could it be significant? Among 
the saints the Pope has just drop- 
ped from the liturgical calendar 
is Saint Barbara. And Saint 
Barbara—through no fault of her 
own, even if she existed—had 
been lumbered with the job of 
Patron Saint of artillery, guns in 
general, and rockets. 

And the same week the Pope 
launches into an eloquent de- 
nunciation of war toys. Poor old 
Cardinal Spellman must be spin- 
ning in his grave. 


DIARY. 


‘As this is a free service. we reserve the 
right to select from notices sent in. To 
make the service as complete as possible, 
we urge organisers to: 


1. Send entries to arrive not later than 
first post Monday (Friday preferred). 


2. Include date, town, place (hall, 
street): mature of event, speakers, 
organisers (and secretary's address). 


To publicise full details, book a classified 
or displayed advertisement, 


16 May Friday 


BIRMINGHAM 5. 8 to 11 pm. ‘‘ Birming- 
ham Arms ‘Moat Row, Salutation Stomp. 
Jazz club. All profits to CND. 


17 May Saturday 


BRIGHTON. 3 pm. Unitarian Church Hall, 
\New Road. Public Meeting. Speaker: 
Emmanuel Petrakis. Brighton Free Schools 
Movement. 


LONDON Wt. 6.30 pm. 30 Devonshire 
Street. Sale of Chinese goods and film 
show. Edgar Snow's documentary ‘‘ One 
Fourth of Humanity’ and “A Case to 
Answer’ (a World-in-Action film about 


Hongkong). SACU. 


LONDON W11. 2.30 pm. Colville Gardens, 
Notting Hill. Notfing Hill Squatters and 
People’s Association ask you to march with 
them to demonstrate discontent with bad 
housing and to stress the actions that can 
be taken. Help with posters, street meet- 
ings, etc. Contact: BAY 1526 or 727 4142. 


WESTERHAM: KENT. Biggin Hill Air Dis- 
play. ae Details: Bexley PAG. 
303 0917. 


18 May Sunday 


LONDON WC2. 7.30 pm. Arts Lab, 182 
Drury Lane. Lectures 69. Eldridge Cleaver 
‘« Speaks " 


19 May Monday 


LONDON WC1. 7.30 pm. Dick Sheppard 
House. 6 Endsleigh Street. Informal dis- 
cussion on current affairs. Open to mem- 
bers and friends. PPU. 


19-20 May Mon-Tues 


LONDON, 7.30 pm. Unity Theatre, Gold- 
ington Crescent Angry Arts Film Show: 
“The Organiser'’ plus newsreel of 
Chicago. Agitprop. 


21 May Wednesday 


MANCHESTER. University Union. Oxford 
Road. Meeting. Manchester Squatters Cam- 


paign. 


22 May Thursday 


BRIGHTON. 12.15 to 2 pm. Friends Centre. 
Ship Street, Oxfam Lunch. 


24 May Saturday 


LONDON N4. 11 am. North West entrance 
of Finsbury Park for carnival procession 
at noon via Upper Tollington Park through 
Camden Square and back to Finsbury 
Park at 3 pm for a children’s carnival— 
including drama, dancing, music, barbe- 
cue, and happenings. Come with floats, 
fancy dress, and above all, children! 
Organised by the Positive Movement for 
Children and their right to play. Co- 
ordinators: Brian Collingwood and David 
Hatchard. 10 Lady Somerset Road, Lon- 
don NW5. GUL 1646. 


24-25 May Sat-Sun 


LONDON. 11 am. Trafalgar Square. 
Assemble for walk through West End, 
Bayswater, Notting Hill, Willesden, Kil- 
burn, and Camden to the Round House 
for an evening of words, music, and 
films. 8 pm. Sunday, Leave Round House 
10 am. Walk through Kentish Town, 
Islington, Dalston, Spitalflelds, Bermond- 
sey, Deptford, New Cross, Peckham, and 
Brixton to Clapham Common. Sponsored 
Walk connecting the twilight areas of 
London to raise money for community 
action. Community Action Union. 16 
Westbourne Park Road, London W2, Tel: 
01-229 7832. 
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Resistance 
grows In 


the US Army 


Kevin McGrath writes: Slowly but surely the refusal spreads. 
While thousands of young Americans move out to Canada or 
further afield to avoid the draft, thousands more who have 
already been caught by the armed forces join them none the less, 
deserting or going absent without leave. 


Within the Army itself, the authorities’ nightmare, of a mass 
declaration of peace by the rank and file, grows into a real 
possibility, as a belief that it is time the war was over combines 
with a stubborn refusal to be the last man killed in a dying war. 


“* As you drive along the. highway, the occupants of many cars, 
including GIs in military cars, give you Churchillian V-signs, 
which today in America do not mean Victory but Peace ’’. So 
runs a letter received a few days ago from America by the 
British Ad Hoe Presidio Stockade Committee. 


The hatred and fear generated in the military authorities by the 
increasingly open and courageous opposition to the war among 
soldiers, was demonstrated when Richard Gentile, one of the 
Presidio 27, was seen to make one of these V-signs to supporters 
during his recent trial. 


He was thrown straight into solitary confinement in a punishment 
cel] without so much as a bed. By the following day, April 25, he 
had been reduced to a condition where he leaped up in court, 
saying “I can’t stand it any longer ”, walked out past guards, 

and when he was brought back, sat there sobbing. Richard 
Gentile is age 20, 6ft 4in high. 


The savage decision to try the Presidio 27 for mutiny, and the 
cruel sentences of over 15 years imposed at first, are a reflection 
of how seriously the authorities take the situation. The political 
furore created by the trial and sentences has by now forced 
reductions on all those already sentenced to a more politically 
defensible two-year stretch. 


But this is just the tip of the iceberg: the test [turn to page 4] 
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ONE SHILLING 


ANTI-WAR 
MOVES IN 
U.S. ARMY 


By RICHARD BEESTON 
in Washington 


TPTHERE is deep concern in 

~~" the Pentagon and White 

House over the spread of the 
anti-Vietnam war movement 
within the American Army 
since President Nixon took 
office. 

The generals fear the effect on 
military morale while American 
political leaders are mainly wor- 
ried over their bargaining posi- 
tion at the Paris peace talks. 

Even before the Nixon 
Administration, a senior Ameri- 
can Cabinet official under Presi- 
dent Johnson privately expressed 
his anxiety over the inability of 
the Army to cope with 
problem of alienation 
young conscripts. 

He pointed out that North 
Vietnamese leaders were all too 

ware of the problem facing 
erica if, the war continued 
much longer. 


Heavy intake 


“The present heavy student in- 
take into the armed forces is 
bringing into the Army the anti- 
establishment dissent that has 
been sweeping American colleges 
and universities. 

Military leaders now even 
admit that everything is not 
under, control and conferences 
have recently been held in the 
Pentagon to plan strategy to deal 
with the’ growth of GI anti-war 
movements. 

Despite the -relatively small 
numbers of organised dissenters 
in America’s 1,400,000-strong 
Army, the movement is spreading 
and taking strength from the ris- 
ing unpopularity of the Vietnam 
war among the youth of America, 

What is especially worrying to 
the Pentagon. is the soldiers’ 
links with influential and well- 
organised civilian anti-war move- 
ments. 


The Daily Telegraph, 
1969 


Tuesday, April 29, 


